
Sgt. Robert Frederick
Ashby 1284493 RAFVR

Londoner Robert ‘Bob’ Ashby
was an Observer in a Wellington
bomber who died along with
three members of his crew when their aircraft was shot down over Germany.

He was part of the crew of Wellington W5367 of No. 12 Squadron, who had taken off from
RAF Binbrook at 2305 hours on the night of 26 July 1942. It was a major Bomber Command
raid on Hamburg, involving 403 bombers, 29 of which were lost.

Bob Ashby’s Wellington was attacked by a Bf110 night-fighter flown by Oblt. Allendorf and
shot down at Westerholte, near Ankum in northern Germany. Only the pilot survived, to
become a PoW.

Bob was the 27-year-old son of Amos and Annie Ashby and came from Putney, educated at
Wandsworth School. He is now buried in Rheinberg War Cemetery (grave ref. 17. A. 20).

The others who died were the observer Flt. Sgt. Leslie Grady, wireless operator/air gunner
Sgt. Allan Savory and rear gunner Sgt. Philip Jackett. The survivor was the pilot, Flt. Sgt. A
Holgate.

Bob’s name can be found on IBCC panel 003.

Sources: Old Wandsworthian Memorial Trust/Aviation Safety Network/Bomber Command
Losses 1942 by Bill Chorley.


